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Three pieces after an initial remark
The initial remark:

One of tricks in advanced capitalist culture is the "escalation of shocks™ to captivate
consumers emotionally and psychologically. Progressive movements should also
employ new presentational ideas, but must be aware of the risk of adopting
subconsciously the mirror tactic of "escalaation of dramatics”. At the end of the day,
changing a law, a regime or a whole system (thru freedom of expression, civil
disobedience or rebellion) requires much more than images ... One-Dimensional Man
by Herbert Marcuse is a good reference.

Three comments:

Escalation of dramatics, if not supplemented by action targets and organisational

plans, would not achieve much. In the early 1970s, when | was a student leader, there

were anarchists, Maoists, Trotskyites, liberals, anti-communists, foreign spies, secret
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agents from Beijing, and British counter-agents ... etc. The situation was fluid because
the oppressive colonial government was on the downhill and international geopolitical
trends were totally against the continuation of colonialism, however modernised.
Most of our actions could be considered “illegal”, and we did not use the term “civil
disobedience”. Now the situation is quite different.

How different is the situation now? First, the geopolitical context has seen a grand
shift of power centres. In short it is less fluid at the local level. At the macro level, on
the contrary, a huge confrontation between the east and the west and their proxies (via
regional wars) cannot be ruled out. Second, local autonomy might be curbed; exactly
at a time when the freedom of expression thru IT is reaching unpredictable height.
Actions and reactions could interact, result in a circle, "virtuous or vicious™ depending
on how one sees it. Third, violence becomes more likely and all parties should be
prepared for that.

What's to be done? Everything hinges on what the local resistance movement in Hong
Kong intends to achieve. I've talked about civil disobedience; but I'm in no way
against going beyond it, if necessary. Going beyond it is easy, as testified by the
experience of the late 1960s and early 1970s. | performed my first “illegal”” political
graffiti in 1975 and didn't pay for it. With the luxury of iPhone, twitter and free
networks, more spontaneous events could be activated; but the macro environment
turns rather different. There is just a risk of some of radical young people engaging in
a process of self delusion via IT without pondering about the future carefully. Anyhow,
most of whom I've had a chance to meet are in a rather clear frame of mind. My best
wishes!
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